\ Clean water. Healthy habitat. Thriving communities.
N Connecticut River Take Action
\ Conservancy

Hydro Update: Comment Periods are OPEN for Draft
401 Water Quality Certificates.

for Your Rivers

NH Draft 401 WQC Published!

On March 21st, the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services

(NHDES) published the draft 401 Water Quality Certifications (WQC)

for Wilder, Bellows Falls, and Vernon dams as part of the hydropower relicensing
process. This is your opportunity to read what the state will require of Great
River Hydro for the next 30-50 years, andsubmit your comment! Changes will not
be made without community input. The comment period is open until 4:00pm
on April 11th.
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Based on what we highlighted as concerns in our previous commentsto NHDES
on Great River Hydro's 401 certificate application, CRC is pretty
disappointed! We encourage you to read the draft documentsand provide
detailed comments before the deadline.
Wilder:
Read Draft 401 WQC Decision

Bellows Falls:
Read Draft 401 WQC Decision

Vernon:
Read Draft 401 WQC Decision

401 WQC: A Guide for New Hampshire Residents

Instructions for Submitting Comments:

Comments will be accepted until 4pm on Friday April 11th, 2025.

Only written comments will be accepted. Comments may be sent by postal mail,
or email (email is preferred). Please include the project name, certification
number, your name, organization, mailing address, email address, and telephone
number with your submittal.

By Mail:
Water Quality Certification Program (Attention: Daniel Demers)
NHDES Watershed Management Bureau
P.O. Box 95
Concord, NH 03301-0095

By email (preferred):
Send to wagc@des.nh.gov



http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f9bnOQvlSOB-2FOr6c9XrxJo29Ivq08ryUVsSuaDrSEj8PD87t00R3Lctij6uy6P-2BwMo-2BUj0Iufo5NEjynQFW8VXrzDUyij98MzjX5MHj5zmxx6z9r3BaHWkI3k1sRjaiXBhqZGGddwmeZPTI2CeHuYks-3D3d2n_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0oQ0hpT4we72Ln7kpSSD3RJtvabO16517rUu09Yxv5Me6qdfmi1MQwW6BqxPjcYmAWtBa7NNObuEUmWF2BvpqSeX9Y4WLN1QL6HAiK7AtCMmeFKCKsaWYcTdSe5AN8iXz166UVQt2saObUXzWaBihEo2LAAOTNz-2BA0pHCba586oQg-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f91G8JmimQFaBwTu67gY72RDjN94xtOHCOm2IdgxqKCw7gtRossRjNeA2B6sdXWYqSvWB87-2F2Uj6CIaoiNcmFkY8znt9LijUYg19HorWBgZP0ve-_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0oQ0hpT4we72Ln7kpSSD3RJwO6ewg0-2B4Qat6YM1xE69HreDe0Gcfyx9CuyF-2FUvmQus8a-2FUc-2FzhLtjGZsxNG8xotkkbtf3YatdtgLPi5Q6npEpsskaFsfytFlJgNPsBNjK-2F9dfcxK8hKub2yyJ5GYlocmw9nTGJige-2B9ghdxaYhqXQ-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f91G8JmimQFaBwTu67gY72R7Y4KGXPwBlLUCfd9F5iRThtwduhKtQjOvnOGJeGwKuiVE4MmkrRmYe7PS-2B99s1Sq060n9LHdy3h9gbVOebP0jNx403nA4vJ8bpeUrIjpQsOfMhQLWDRw2ytNWF20iAZ49B1lbZKwpZt3b1sNgl-2BzUcSC5_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0oQ0hpT4we72Ln7kpSSD3RJDmbBChOeCNR-2FvLCl1w1xDj2h1KyR2-2B7q6sCFye45J4iucVtlpsXV-2BgoIFScGcQml-2BKLTnZ0cgBrxuzuhsjhVB4yyFZdLrR5I1hsG0vO28x6OOeBD5AFH1i5NEeUxs4XuCwDxISbYgKB9TdKfHVIEWg-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f91G8JmimQFaBwTu67gY72R7Y4KGXPwBlLUCfd9F5iRThtwduhKtQjOvnOGJeGwKuiVE4MmkrRmYe7PS-2B99s1Sq060n9LHdy3h9gbVOebP0jNx403nA4vJ8bpeUrIjpQsHXRZbaZ63A3wS-2Fg0Db6vdrzQNuuyBnDYw3H2UWRd870DOZXYmRQDbEB6NLgicTWdQ-3D-3DFIdG_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0oQ0hpT4we72Ln7kpSSD3RJ1THzq4IpE2-2BMKQdmn-2BHVXPF7jmkbwuqB6nQRnYI1ex8vJ-2BoD15-2B36iMjHLq9t9L11HVt3Hfh6DPYzKeJ-2BOnDnRLQyCIVeHyInX3c4XiK9AHWGreJQqKZYv-2BZXJK-2Be7lugFSr3BAqrnf7kDRQxhQwBA-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2f91G8JmimQFaBwTu67gY72R7Y4KGXPwBlLUCfd9F5iRThtwduhKtQjOvnOGJeGwKuiVE4MmkrRmYe7PS-2B99s1Sq060n9LHdy3h9gbVOebP0jNx403nA4vJ8bpeUrIjpQsFe6-2FxEBfGrSrIA0O6j5Ar8hT7ti3UiOY3rK5guxspbmRcDl_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0oQ0hpT4we72Ln7kpSSD3RJmkS55YMm9tnUltEs18nOFbSdOC2lsK6VLrRmZBNg5-2F7SwmgOzjsv9VSKHHS5nO-2B2abJiqz1-2F237mkcB-2BGnWFFvB1Yecg8UrGNVMVM-2Be3hLH4AI3PUUD86AJuIOfrKwNv-2FJxtLThRkyBl3-2FwyBg93RQ-3D-3D
http://url1339.ctriver.org/ls/click?upn=u001.FORKtaH3a0XjWpE4XhZ2fwWvDmmg9w7JFvRXLqD9QL9EwflqVMvJ8Xtniueqv9kU3S3296bD8Gbm9cV6p4qzksQZRSvmixEJ4oeRo3m8BgMF5cJjV14aEYxc81Uf6q6FC8pp_BB1aC-2BQDFxnWwxzQDhqWVaKtD9jwDky3cLfX1iGiF0oQ0hpT4we72Ln7kpSSD3RJGfCnrBj-2FG7juMCdNrJmOXfGxqJvc1xV9XOC9CRxdfhQZ8G-2B4uBUjUVsPSzCAGG6Y7qZ-2FewOSdgb-2BDsZRr31SttV94rdy5sMGCYzQxzpPOGGDyRcZxbB4yQ7AMW8iXcw463dMK2oDEOex770BZlVplg-3D-3D
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*If you have questions about the draft certification or have difficulties accessing
the files, please contact Daniel Demers, Supervisor of the NHDES Water Quality

Certification program at (603) 271-0699 or by email
at daniel.j.demers@des.nh.qgov.

Learn About NHDES 401 WQC Process

CRC Comments Submitted to VT DEC

The VT Department of Environmental Conservation (VT DEC) released the draft

401 Water Quality Certifications for Wilder Dam on December 23rd, Bellows
Falls Dam on January 21st, and Vernon Dam on February 13th.

Wilder:
Read Draft 401 WQC Decision
Public Comment deadline was 4:30pm on Feb. 6th
Read CRC's comments here

Bellows Falls:
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Read Draft 401 WQC Decision
Public Comment deadline was 4:30pm on Feb. 26th
Read CRC's comments here

Vernon:
Read Draft 401 WQC Decision
Public Commend Deadline was 4:30pm on March 17th
Read CRC's Comments here

More Info Here

CRC Comments Submitted to MassDEP
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On February 24th, CRC submitted comments to the Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) on their draft 401 Water Quality
Certificate (WQC) for the two FirstLight Hydroelectric Projects on the CT River
mainstem. This certificate is a part of the federal Clean Water Act and helps
ensure that our waters are meeting state-level water quality standards.

CRC is disappointed with MassDEP's draft WQC and urge them to incorporate
our comments as they finalize the certificate or decide not to grant it for the
Turners Falls Dam (P-1889) and the Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Station
(P-2485 ) as part of the hydropower relicensing process.

Read CRC's Comments to MassDEP Here

Read CRC's FERC Comments
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If you have not had a chance to read CRC's comments on the FERC (Federal

Energy Regulatory Commission) final license applications, you can find them in
the FERC docket or here, linked on our website.
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As always, if you have questions about the process going forward, CRC's concerns
and advocacy, or how to get involved, please get in touch with your local River
Steward.

CRC Comments to FERC

Nina Gordon-Kirsch Marilla Harris-Vincent
Kathy Urffer (she/h.er) (she/her)
(she/her) MA Rlvgr Stewgrd NH River Steward
VT River Steward ngordonkirsch@ctriver.org mharrisvincent@ctriver.org
413-834-9777 603-503-0419

kurffer@ctriver.org

802-258-0413

Connecticut River Conservancy
15 Bank Row | Greenfield, MA 01301

The Connecticut River Conservancy (CRC) restores and advocates for clean water, healthy habitats, and resilient
communities to support a diverse and thriving watershed. CRC has been a steward of the Connecticut River and
tributary streams since 1952. Through collaborative partnerships in New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut, CRC leads and supports science-based efforts for natural and life-filled rivers from source to sea. Learn
more at ctriver.org.
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